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PEE DISPATCH FOUNDED 16
" PEE TIMBS FOUNDIED 18

JAPS SEVER AOAD
70 VLADIVOSTOK

Fortress Isolated Says
Tokio Correspondent of
London Paper.

GREAT BATTLE NOW
HOURLY EXPECTED

Linevitch Preparing to Meet Ad-
vance of Oyama—No Definite
News of Fleets—Togo Still *
Southeast of Korea,
Appointment of ;
Biriliff. /

(Py Amocinted Tresa.)
LONDON, May 24.—The Toklo cor-

respondent of the Dally Telegraph ca-
bles that the rallroad to Viadivestok
has been asevered, as the result of
which the fortress ls lsclated,

! "The Shanghal correspondent of the
Marning Post says he jearns from a
trustworthy source that Vice:Admiral
Togo's fleet Is stlll of Masampho, on
the southeastern coast of Korea.

- (By Aseoclated Pross.)

8T. PETERBBURG, May 23.—The news
from the front coniinucs to point to the
Imminence of a renewal of fighting on a
large scale.  General Linevitch |s press-
ing the Japanese center, both on  the
lhe of the ralway and on the Man-
darin road, hut whether he s simply feel-
ing out Fleld Marshal Oyami's strenglh
or hus assumed o genulng offensive, Is
not yer clear. There la no doubt, how-
‘ever, Lthat Linevitch has made compiele
preparation for a big battle. All the
Russlan sick and wounded, who were at
Harbin and places south of there, hive
tbeen transported westward to Irkutsk and
crders have been given to: clear the In-
tervening hospilals, The sanilary tralns
have also been ordered to the front.

No News From Fleets.

The Associated Preas waa Informed at
the admirally to-day that no direcl ad-
vices hpve been recelved from Viee-Ad-
miral Hojestvensky for ten daye, when, It
is belleved, he set out on hia long voy-
age. The report of Rojestvensky's death
was ridiculed at the admiralty.,

The sending of Vice-Admiral Biriliff to
Viadlvostok it 15 now explained, s o notu-
ral precautionary: measure for the purposa
of having an energetic commander at Vigd-
fvosiok.  to replace Rojestvensky In the
event that the jatter fs killed-or disabled
during ' the, com!ng: sen’ fight, no doubt
belng antertained that: If the flects come
together, Admiral Togo's vessels wlill con-
centrate thelr fAra 6n the Russlan flag-
ship. Bhould Rpjestvensky come out of
\he  fight victorlous and  enjoying  falr
health, it Is considered a foregone con-
clusion that he will b4 rewarded by ap-
pointmant Lo the supreme command,

Nemlirovioh Danchenko, the well known
Russlan  newspaper correspondent, hae
written a spirited defensa of the Russlan
goldlers against the reproach of drunken-
ness, comparing his observationsa in the
Russo-Turkish war and In the present
conflict o show the kaereased  sobriety
of the Russian troops,

A semi-official apnouncement wns is-
pued to-nlght that '‘"wee-Admiral Birlliff
has heen appolnted commander-of the Pa-
ciffc fleet with authority ns commander
of an Independent forea”

Slayer of Sergius Hanged.
1t ‘'wns semi-officlally announced to-dny
that Ivan Kaleleff, who murdered tha
Grand Duke Berglus at Moscow, February
17th, 'was hanged al '3 o'clock - 18 morn-
ing,

DROWNED HERSELF
AND HER CHILDREN

Woman Commits Suicide Along
With Boy and Two Lit-
tle Girls,

(By  Asscelated  Press.)

DALLAS, TEX., May 28.—A speelal Lo
the' News from Sulphur Springs, Tex,
EDYB!

Mrs. Tip Banders drowned hersclf and
threa ehlldren In a creek near her homa
two miles south of town to-day, 'The
oldest child was a hoy six yeuars of age.
The other children were girls nged thres
yenrs and ten months, respectively, Tha
tragedy, It 18 sald, was the result of do-
mestie troibles. Sanders, the husband, lert
home this morning to work on the publio
road. Deturning home for dinner, he
found a note on the table from Mrs, Ban-
ders, telling him that he would find tha
bodles of his wife and chlldren ' in the
creek,

e e e,

TORNADO SWEEPS ]
_GEORGIA COUNTY

(By Aggoolnted Press)
REIDBVILLE, GA, May 23,—The most
destructive tornade that has swept Tatlt-
nall county for years ooccurred this after-
noon, losting ten minutes, During thls
brief period, a sectlon between Reldsvills
and Colling waa practically, eleared of all
erops nnd only the strongest trees re-
mained standing, Hovacs wera leveled, but
g0 far e ls known only one Hfe was Jost,
At Colling, a family of tive wera slruck
by lightning,  They were stunned, but
wera reyvived, Thelp house was dostroys
ed, Bo heavy was the accompanying hail
that thie stones lay on the ground lo a
depth of twelye lnohes, |
—_—

= Firemen Injured,

PAMPA, TLA., May 21.—Flye flromen,
pne of whom will probably dle, wore fne
ured  In 8 fre whieh destroyed fwo
ulldings here to-doy, ‘entalling n props
prty oss 0f $10.000, wlin only. 5000 /in-
purange, T'he firn was' epused h{ tho
explosion of i gnsnllne luml]]. W, D,
IIrk, o flrenin, o WioE - Cuug it near o
taliing wall nnd so badly erushed that
he js not expooted (p. racover.

Girls Killed by Lightning,
_(Hy Assnolated Press)
HARTFOUD, ALA, May 23,—Lightning
struck three girls this afternoon, killing
two of them Instantly, There {8 very lit-

tla shance fov Lhe recovery of the third,
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CONDITIONS YESTERDAY.
Hichmond's weather yesterday wns part-
ly cloudy and caol. Range of the Thermo-
meter: i

0 A M... vannalil BB Moiviienind0
12 M. weetl B P Mool
12

3 P M., 12 midnighli.io i
5 54 2-3

AVETAEC, cveiesss

Highest lempernture yesterday..
LOWeAL lemperalure yesterday.

Mean temperature yostordny..coaeie
Normal temperature for May. ..o 07
Departure from normal temparature.... 02
Preeipitation durlng past 24 hoursi...... 11}

MINIATURE ALMANAGC,
May 24, 1905

Sun rises....... 466  HIGH TIDE,
Bun  s6ts., o THT Morning. .8
Moon riscs,..... 12:00 Evening..........0:

MORE ScHOO0L
 OFFICERS NAMED

Five lnbumbents and
One New Super-
. intendent.

MANY VISITORS
HERE ON SUBJECT

School  Register Investigation
Goes on at’' Mr. Eggleston’s
Request Until Noon To-day.
Two Witnesses—Com-

- mittee to Revise the
School Laws,

Tha Btate Board of Education last night
elected six dlviston school superintendents
from the contested llst and at midnight
adjourncd to meet at 10 o'clock: this mom-
{pg’: when the work will be confinued.
©0f. the slx officers chosen, five.are In-
cumbents. “The' only new: man i Mr,

James W. Lane, of Charlottesville, “Mr.

Johif 8. Patton, tho Incumbent, 'wAs con-
'eldered ineligible because he holds the
position of librarlan to the Unlversity of
Virginia, An arrangement | was made,
however, by which Mr. Patton will be
assoclated with Mr; Lane In the manage-
ment of the schools,

The Incumbents re-clected are as- fol-
lowa;

Alexandria City—Colonel -, Kemper,

Augusta—E. O, Peale, '

Bedford—W. R, ‘Abot, Jr.

Bland—D . H. Munsey,

Buchanan—Thompson  Belcher.

The matter of the School Reglster in-
vestlgation  was, nt the suggestlon of wr.
Joseph D, Eggleston, Jr., postponed un-
til - noon' to-day.

Mr, Eggleston was present, accompanied
by his attorney, Hon. 8. B, P, Patteson,
AMessra, L IL Jenkine and Walter Hill, of
the J. L. Hill Printing Company, will ha
requested to be present to-day as wit-
Nesses,

Mr, Ben. P, Owen, Jr,, will take the
procecdings down in shorthand. All the
members were present when Lhe Board
mot last night at 8:30 o'clock and the old
Marshnl House wns erowded with ean-
dldates for division superintenderis and
other friends (from tho twenty dis{ricts
contested.  These gentlemen Interviewed
the members as they came inp and many
of them walted until n late. hour in an
effort: to hear some nows,

After the Board had" postponed the
school reglster matter it was declded to
appoint a commiltee to revise the school.
lnws. go. far as they relate the duties
of divislon superintendents, which com-
mlttee ls to report’ before the present
sesslons of the Board adjourns.

The DBoard made slow progress last
night, and the work will require soveral
more days befare It {8 completed. Each
member came In with heavy bundles
of papers reluling to the contested dis-
trigts, and these puapers: required ox-
amination and dlscussion.

Somo' of the additionnl contested dis-
triets will be disposed of befpre the In-
vestigation im reached nt noon to-day,
It is enlculated thal two hours will he
sufficlent time In which to dispese of tha
latter, afhd then other sdsslons. wil he
held durlpg the afterncon and evening:

P

j THE BINSWANGER FIRE AT ITS HEIGHT.

RICHMOND, VA,

PRICE TWO CENTS. '

TRUST COMPANY
DRIVEN T0 WALL

New York Concern Had Portiﬁn
of Funds Invested in Rich-
mond Property.

DEPOSITORS TO LOSE NOTHING

3 (By Asgocinted Press )

NEW YOURX, May 23.—The Merchants'
Trust Company, of thiz clty, was: closed
to-day by order of the State Superinten-
dent of Banks, beeause it had marde loans
amounting to $1,250,000, upon  which it
had not been' able to reallze a suficlent
sum to  pay depositers and save tho
capital of the company from Impalrment,
Upon the applleation of the Siate Attor-
ney-General, Douglas Robingon, a brother-
in-law of President Koosevelt, was ap-
pointed one of the recelvers of the com-
pany. The other receiver 15 the New York
Trust Company. %

The company's loans, which' had mno
ready market value, wero ahout” $560,000
on securltics of the Hudson Valley Rall-
wny Company, of Glens Falls, N. ¥,
which is n consolidalion of trolley lines
in the vicinity of Albany, Troy, Saratoga
and Lake George, and nearly ¥H,000 Lo
the Rutland, Vi, Street Roilway Com-
‘pany and the Chittenden
Compnny, of Rutland, ‘The company
owes depositors about $2,200,000, and, ne-
cording to the State Lank examiner, hasa
available assets, other than in the Hud-
pon. Valley Rallway Company
futland companles ‘of nearly  $1,300,000,
go that It will be necessary to' reallzes
950,000 to pay depositors. The stock-
holders are llable to the extent of $500,000.
With thant amount, the Btale bank exam-
iners sald to-day that a sufficlent: sum
should certainly be renlized to pay de-
positors in; full. 4

Caused No Excitement.

The announcement that the trust come
pany was closed followed n meeting of
the bonrd of dlrectors. Thero was a line
of clerks of business firms woltlng to
draw out deposlts when the Btate bank
axaminar notifled them that no further
pusiness would ba transacted, N excite-
ment ensued, oand those who sought nd-
mittance later went quletly sway when
thoy were Informed that thoe bonking
offices were closed.  Asglatant State Bank
Fxaminer Judson sald to-day:

#Tn round figures’ thero was ol deposit
In the maln Lank of the company nbout
$1,500,000, confined almost entirely to bupl-

(Contlnued on Second Fage.),

CHICISD STAIE i
BRONEN FORTH AFRESH

Sheriff Preparing to Call Out
Troops at First Sign of
Outbreak. |

CHICAGO, May 23—All prospects of
peace In Lhe teamsters' atrikke have dis-
appeared, and It wlll be open war from
this time on, The last conference look-
Ing toward a peacenble adjusiment was
held to-nlght between James B. Darry,
pusiness agont for. the oxpress drivers'
unlon, and the local managers of the
geven express companles.  Tho oconvers
gation wns brlef and polnted,

Tho possibilitles for Increased rioting
nre yastly enlorged by the spread of the
sirlke to the lumber dlstrlet, It ls 4
dlstriet noted for the fierce mobs. which
hiaye marehed through It during former
atriked, and 18 the place whioli has in-
variably ecauscd more’ trouble than' any
othor part of the olty, S

Bhelfr Barrett sald to-night: "At the

Arst outbreak of trouble which In any
way approaches the rioting we haye had,
1ighall enll for troops, und the Lioops
will be an the ground. withiu less thau
two hours,!"

MAGHEN GOES BACK.
T0 THE PENITENTIARY

Pleaded Guilty and Was | Sen-
tenced to Another Term
of Two Years.

(By Associpted Tress)

WASHINGTON, May 23,—August W
Machen, the former generil snp(-l_-lnlanﬂ-
‘ant of the free dellvery service ofthe
Tostofficn Department, wos' taken back
to the Moundsville (W, Va) penitentiary
to-night after belng sentenced to-day o
another tarm of two yeurs followlng -hig
plon of gullty undgr his joint Indletment
wilh W, G. Crawford, of thls elty, and
Goorge 1, Larens, of Toledo, O, for con-
apiviiey to defraud the government, Mach=
on will not Le progecuted on any of the
remulning eleven indlotments.  Ineluding
his present two-year termg, and sentoncy
to-dey und muking allowances for coms
mutition for good buhaviour, he has. Lwo
years and elghl months yot to serye In
the penltentiary In’ punlshment for. the
postal frregularities, whieh hronght about
hig removal as a publie offlclal apd con-
vietlon® In’ the Criminal Court here,  Fol=
lowng the tmposition of is sentence, &
jury was secured for the trlnl of Craws;
ford,

Development,

and the,

FIRST TEST OF
ANDERSON LW

Staunton People Face and Solva
Problem of An- = -
nexation,

COUNTY. AND CITY PROTECTED:

Btaumton fs_u.pi)a.re
test -the Anderson
of the trial before Judge E/ W. Saunders,
the boundary. of Staunton has beon liher-
ally extended under the provisions of this
law. Apparently eome of the people In
the nelghborhood of -Staunton wera nnx-
jous to continue to enjoy the Immunities
of county taxation and at least.one hun-
dred and fifty persons were madg par-
ties to the suit.. After an argument, cov-
ering a day . and o half, ‘o confercneo
was held between the counsel for the

bily Ane first city to

cily u.nd. those for the county and terms:

were agreed upon which satisfied all par-
ties concerned. The principal concessions
are that the school children‘of the an-
nexed territory shall have equal facili-
ties with those of the oid city, beginning
at’ the next session, A specifled num-
ber of llghts were agreed on  for thoe
new territory, their location to he de-
tarmined by the City Council and It wns
further provided ns one of the terms of
annexation that the city water maing
are 1o be extended [nto the pow terrl-
tory beglnning notylator than' two yeors
from the date of hwnnexatlon, which ex-
tenslon s to be completed within olght
years.

When Tax Is Not Raised.

The court dealt with Lhe question of un-
Improved . property by declding that tho
fax rate upon any unimproved  tract of
land within the annexcd territory at pres-
ent ‘used exclusively for grazing or ag-
rloultural purposes, and not now divided
into lots and unbroken area of not less
than three neres, shall not be inereasecd
beyond the present county rate 80 long
as such tract eomtinues  to be used for
apricultural or grazlng purposes, Ly un-
lmproved tract within the menning  of
this elnuse s mennt o tract which s now
wged exclusively for agrieuliural or graz-
ing purposes, and upon which there ls at
prosent no dwelling or business' house.
e result of the testimdoy and trind
seams to have Loon enlinently satistactory,
as the papers of Stauntpn’ spenk with
great enthuciasm of tho, halinonjous ef-
fort that will pow ha made by all pur-
ties for: tho best intercal of the eity, A
part of the testimony given In this case
Is mueh llke that in Richmond,

Much Like Richmond,

(pe ' 0f the Bluunton real estate men
sald (hat while real estate values had
Incrensed very much (n the last fow yeurs
there wera few deslrable lots for homes
or manufoctures in the eity and. much
more testimony to the same effeot was
glven,  As milght hava heen  expeoted,
thera wns A siriking simllarity | velween
staunton nnd Richmond in that both mu-
nleipplities woere really Lrylng a cige with
the eounty In which they were located ns
parties dofendant.  Apparently the eoun-
\y of Augusta was #H anxious not to lose
Ita taxnble valua os Hoenrleo has been.
However, n repsonable annaxation wns
‘granted and thoe rights of the peoplo: af
Stounton ns well as those of the eounty

21 WANT HELP
TO-DAY.

The 81 advertiscments tor halp pub-
lshed in to-day's Thnes-Dlspatoh on
pogo 8 are ns followa:

11 Trades. 1 Domestie,

1) Miscollunoous,

This not only Interests those eut of
work, but those deslring: to lirgrove
thely poaitions ag well,

® andtas s result!

NEW JEFFERSON
10 BE PALATIAL

Mr. Lowenberg Describes In-
terior of the Proposed
Structure.

‘MUSIC OF THE HAMMER SOON

“Work 'will “begin’on tl'{e“n.e_w Jafferson

Hotel “within' about” thirty ‘days" “salg |
Mr. D. Lowenberg. at the Jefferson last,

night. J o

Mr, Lowenberg came up from Naorfollc
yesterday, bringing with him the plans
of the new hotel, as drawn hy Poebles,
the nrehitect, of that clty, The plans
wera exemined by several of the directors
and appeared (o bo satisfactory to all
of them, so that they are now about
completed, and with few minor modifl-
eations, will be rendy In a day or two
to Dbe turned over to the controctors.
The apecifleations: will be ready at about

the same time, and with theso detalls
completed - 1t will be only an matter of
a short while before: the old rulns now
At Jefferson and Maln Streets will be a
thing of tha past, ‘to ba forgotten In the
beauty ‘of a magnificent struocture,

Tha  gencral outline of the old hotel
will be considernbly changed., Jefferson
Sirect facade, ®o far as lla  practleal
purposes were concerned In the old hotel,
will be removed, and n hondsome en-
trance, with massiva facade, a lhing of
beauty, will grace the Muln® Strest slde
of the new bullding. 'The architectural
construction  of the bullding from the
gouth side, will resembile only In o slight
way that of the old hostelry,

The entrance (o the foyer will be from
the center of the Maln Btreet front, and
wlll remind ong of the fnmous entronoes
in tha big New York lotels. Thers will
be but one Moor over this entrance, thot
upon whieh the {fmmense dinkng room
andl entertadnment hall will be located,
Above that thers will be vnoanl apacs,
thus insuring putside exposure to all the
rooma In the south  wings, with every
chance ot the dellghtful southern breeze.

Spacious Dining Rooms,

Immedintely above tho mil!'uncn tho
dining rooms: will be loented, © This part
of  the bullding will  extend  half  way
neross the front. of the haouse, and will
further  extend about 104 fect on ihe
Jorferaon Stroct side,  Adjolnlng the din-
{ng room  to. the east will be severnl
private dintng  reoms, whlch, In turn,

(Continued on Third Poge.)

WEAVER KICKS
DFFIGERS OUT

Refusing to Resign Cos-
tello and Smythe Are
Dismissed.

DURHAM AND RING
TREMBLE WITH FEAR

Great Battle Between City and
Political Machine Begins—The
Mayor Retaing Former Sec-
retary Root ‘and Former
Judge Gordon as
Counsel.

(8pecinl ta The Timca-Dispatch.)

PHILADELPHIA, PA:, May 23—Mayor
Weaver dismissed from servics ' to-day
the Director of Publle Works, Peter L.
Cratellp, and the Director of Publie Safe-
ty, David J. Bmyth., Both men hdd re-
fuscd ‘to  resignh  unconditionally, Fred-
erlck I, Shoyer, Director of Supplies, sug-
pended his asslstunt, Arthur R. EL. Mor-
oW, y

This wnas the sensational climax of
Mayor Weaver's determined effort  lo
prevent the: political machine's proposed
seventy-flve-year lease of tho gos works
to. the United Gas Improvemient Com-
pany. It wos, the severest blow sus-
tained by o polltical organization In:this
clty, and to-night, as to-day, Israel W,
Durham, the Clty Boss; Jmnes P. bMce-
Nichols, his “political partner, and all
the others of the muchlne, ara so (right:
ened that they have been unable to rally
thelr forces.

In plice -of -tho dismlssed  dlrectors,
Mayor Weaver anpounced ‘these appoint-
ments a8 he departed from his office late
in' the' afterncon: Director of  Publlc
Works, ad interlm, Lincoln Aker; Direc-
tor of Publle Bafety, ad interim, Colonel
Sheldon Potter, :
* 'As private counsal, the Mayor has re-
talned former Secrdtary of War Ellhu
Root, of New York, and former Judge
James Gy Gordon, of this clty. He de-
clared that he purposed to fight the pres-
ent battla against the politicnl bosses "to

MAYOR WEAVER,.
of Philadelphla, who leading the sensa-
tlonal fight agalnst the political ma=
chine of the Quaker Clty.

the bitter end, the gas works leape and

all kindred matiers.'”
‘There |8 only one thing for the mnachine
to do, and that Iz flght. "Although tho

bosges recelved a severs blow,. they de-
clara thot they will be prepared to ac-
cept the, Mayor's challenge, and their
first move, It s expected, wil ba an
attempt to pess the proposed lease ordl-
naneé over the dMayor's antleipnted veto.
Already counellmen wha voted for tha
tease when It wnas passed by Counclls
inat Thursdey are glving cyidence of
wenkening, aa are some of the distriet
teaders and the men responsible  for
diyislons, 3

Declare for Union.
(Fy Assoclated Pross.)
FRESNO, CAL., May 23, —By o mnjarity
of twenty-saven, (e Cumberland. Gene-
ml Assembly tn-dny adonted the major-
Ity report declaring for unlon with the
northarn Preshyterian Churel,

CONRIED GOING TO
RUGSIA FOR VDICES

Will Make Hurried Trip
America to Receive Har-"
vard Degree,

to

Cable to The ‘Flmes-Dispatch  and
New York Tlernld,}

(Copyright, by the Nuw York Herald Co.)

LONDON, May 23.--Mr, Helorleh Con-
rled, presldent and director-general | of
the Metropolitnn Opera, who wis . pas-
songor on the Kalser Wilhelm 11, hng or-
rived In London with NMrs, Conrled and
the Misses Conrled, Thay will jeaye here
on Fridey for Parls, In wddition to tho
two elties numed, Mr, Conrled will wvisit
Munfoh, Yenlea and Berlin Next ho la
golng to lassla, o terrdtory whilalh has
not often been lnyided In thy searely tor
volies,

Tha prosent teip of Mo Conrled will be
a hurtled one, ng his I8 gulng biack to
Amerlon the lntter purt of June papecinl-
ly to recelve Lhe degrogs of mmautop of
urts, which, #s recently announeed, has
Loen ponferred on hlme by Haryard Uni-
vilpsity, e will bo in Amerlea only
thirty-glx hours ay tho most He ox-
phets to arrive In Combridge Jung g5th
and sl next day,

Diesplte the fuct’ thil i got hoeres ot
L unenrthly houp of half-past 3 o'cloel,
M Cunrlid found two theatrical agents
waltlng for him at the station,

(Special

JGTION AGHINST THE
JTER PRINIPAL

Boys Shot While Serenading
Come Home to See Their
Parents,

{Epeclal to The Times-Dispateh,)

NEWPORT NEWS, VA, Moy 23—
Winston Davin, o student nt Rendolph-
Macon College, nrrived dn the clly to-
day to haye o copference with hils fa-
tahir, J. W, Davig, o prominent contractor
of this clty, In regurd to bringing an ac-
tlon of somo kind against tho o princlipal
aof the Jeter Femalo Institute st Hed-
ford  City, Young Imyls was one of a
number of cadets who woere flred upon
from  the windows of Jeter Inatitute
soverul tlghts ngo whilo they wore dores
noding the young ludles of the. school,
Phe boy's face 18 covered with wounds
mado by number slx shot,

Davie soys thot Als crowd wie seres
nading in an ovderly  munnoer, whon,
withput wnrning, @ window was ralsed
and o fusiiode wos (osd upon them,  He
deelapes that every®#boy who waos in the
erowid hing gone home 1o see thelr pn-
ronts In regard to prosecuting the prin-
clpnl, of the Jeter school, apd. that they
propose to mueke 1t hot for Lim,

Examinutlons  begin at  Randalphe-
Micon to-morrow, and the cadets will
return (to the college aa goon as posslble,

FIERGE BLAZE
AT BINSWANGER'S

Large Five-Story Glass
Plant Was Partially
Destroyed.

FLAMES CONFINED
TO UPPER FLOORS

Loss on Stock and Plant Estis
mated at $75,000 and Covered
by Insurance—Firemen
Had a Stubborn
Fight of Four
Hours.

\

The great flve-story brick bullding of
Binswanger & Company (Incorporated),
at the southwest corner of Sixth and
Byrd Strects, together with its enormous
slock of eansh, doors and blinds, window
glass, plate ginas, palnts ond olls, was
spirtialiy’ destroyed by fire yestorday, tha
roof ‘and entlre fourth and {ifth floors
belng burned.

Tho fire began a few momants . befors
6 P, M. It guve lhe firenien a stubborm
and exelting battle until nearly 10 P. B
before the flre wose fully under control,
‘The flames.wera confined almost wholly,
to- the fourth 'and flfth floors, which,
with ‘thelr contents,’ are n total loss,
Great damage was npcéami-ll:r Inflictad
also In the third floor, and conslderabls

tirst floors, where tha most ' valunbla
portion of the etock’ wns located. t
The bullding ls & trlangular, bounded
by the canal on tho north and: by -Slxih
Stront on. the south and with Its babe
almost, parallel to-Sixth Street and ad-

joining the  lumbar @ plant of  Miller &
Miller.' ‘The structurs was built In ‘1002
ut 'n cost of about $40,000, and was very
substantially-| constructéd, - having | walla
of more thon vsual thiekness and heavy
besms and Jolsts withing  Mr,
RBinswanger,
poration, stated that they had the larg-
est stock on hand they had ever carried,
nnd approximately’ estimated. itslvalue
at nbout $100,000.°  ‘The plant' employed

but temporarlly: unemployed, 1f ot all.
My, Binswanger stated that the plant.will

omployes bullding
rirdatonk, hars i
covered by Insurance, pliced through' tha

ra -nmr{loyed. T Tho

fire originated from defective \wiring' or.

belng on flre in the blulding, The steam
used by the plant was, plped from. the
Miller, & Mliller plant adjoining.

The Insurance. .

the stock aggregnted $67,000, and that an
the bullding $18,000, and that it was dl-
vided among ‘elghteen’ or| twanty coms-
poniss.  Mr. Btraus stated at 11 P, M.
that he'had not then complled a detailed:
statement of the' Insuranece, and that he

untll to-day.  Some of thg Insurance ‘on
tno bullding nnd stock was carried by,
opthor companies than hla own. Further
then tha totals. glven, he decllned: to
maka any further statement’ until ) to-
day, 'The insurance will probably fully
cover the Ines sustained, s the most
valuable, portlon. of the stock (3’ ba-
Hleved to be upinjured or' certainly but
alightly damaged. :

Thousands of people witnessed the fire,
viewing it from every side, Up Sixth:
Streat to Canaliand up Fifth Strest from
‘the Canal almoat to Cary Street the
spectators. gathered In throngs, but the
great bulk of the crowd wna along ‘the
ennal bank from Sixth  Strest’ up "to
Fourth , and  massed on the terraces. (n
Gamble's FIL ' Park, It was a weird
slght about § o'clock, when the crowd
wia densest, and was shown against tha
grassy background by the glare from the
fire, dhen ut [ts helght,

Dread ‘“Three Sixes,”

Tha firet alarm wits 'phoned in from
the plant about 5160, and In fve minutes
tntor an alarm of fiee was turded in from
box 418, Lringlng out stenmers 3, 4 and
7, and later on, second alnrm, steamers
9 and 5. Bulll later o general alarm o woi

stemnier. 9, This left only Nos. 1 and §
left In the epglne houses as reserves In
the event of n fre elspwhere.  Truck
companies 1 apd 3, with thelr entlre com.
plement of regulny nand call men were
garly on the scene and wers kept buay
from the start, y

Harly arrlvals on the soeene found smolka
saning from  the wipdows of tha! fourth
story, near the centre of the long trlan-
Eulir stroeture, Tha engines qulekly
tnok  positions, flye of them heing sins
tloned on the hank of the cannl at the
foot of Bixth Strest, while another was
In Soventh Btreet, south of Byrd and tha
other nt 8lxth and Canal Btreets,

As soon a8 the hose could be lald and
the englnes had steamed up, three fino
strenms  of witer were ploylng on the
Bullding from the Blxth Btrest slde, and
another valnly sought to break through
the wired window glasses on the north
or canal slde, For {ifteen minutes or
more this stream was directed from the
gouth bank of the canal agalnst the win-
dow, Lut accomplished absolutely nothing,

Meanwhila n ludder had been holsied
from the rear between Bluawanger's and
Millor & Mlller's bullding miterial mianu.
tnctory, but this too wus ineffectlyve, tha
denge smoke preventipg the flremen from
penetimting the floor s as to redach tha
flame, while great plles "of sash, doors
and blinds  obsicueted tha  stream of
watep and made |t futlle, The nra means
whila' wis growing and raging fercely
within ‘ubout the centra of tha fourth
flopp And soon smoke hegun lssulng wlsg
from the Mfth floor windows,

. Did Fine Work.

A fourth stremn of witor was ployed
Inte ithe bullding from the Bixth Btredl
side ubout 8:20, and o few mindles ooy
oan extenslon with @ good stream offixed
wiis holsted to tha fifth foor window of
the bullding, the wpex of the Lery tels
nngle.  For more than threo: hours this
Lidder stream #ent yolumes of water dis
roetly fnto the bullding us fir as It eould
penetrate apd dld splandld  service,

While the velume of the smoka econ.
piantly grew until It poured (ram. avery

window in the upper floors, IL was nek

saventy-five or eighty ‘men, who will:bo.-

thted, werk i falrly’ whli’

Messrs, Jullus Straus & Sons stated !
lnst night that the entlre Insurance on

would | glve out' no. datalled statement:

loss was caused also in the second ‘and |

M. HS
the secretary of ‘the cor-

be rebuilt at once, and all the present.

aganoy. of - Jullug 'Straus: &, Spna. ;. Tha.;

from tha eleorle motor, necesaarily; thora .

gouniad and steamer § respondad and olsg _'



